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INTRODUCTION 
International Science Centre and Science Museum Day (ISCSMD) was a success in Canada.  
The Canadian Association of Science Centres (CASC) encouraged participation by providing 
ongoing awareness of the event through newsletters and social media along with invitations 
to federal politicians to visit their local science centre on November 10. 
 
An estimated 14 Science Centres across the country put their activities on the iscsmd.org 
website and several others used the platform to invite their local politicians and VIPs to see 
how their facilities contribute to UNESCO’s Sustainable Development Goals.  Those Science 
Centres that provided a report noted that attendance for the day was higher than usual 
given the time and date.  Many participating Science Centres used social media to generate 
awarenss and showcase their activities.  

CASC ACTIVITIES 

Invitations to participate 
Beginning in July, 2016, the CASC office invited all member science centres to participate in 
the November 10 event by discussing the opportunity with several members and including 
information in the bi-monthly newsletter.   

Invitations to government representatives 
In September, the Canadian Association of Science Centres distributed a passport to elected 
federal politicians that represented areas with physical science centres.  The goal of the 
passport is to demonstrate the collective benefit of Science Centres across the country.  The 
timing worked to allow an inserted postcard (see assets section) to invite politicians  

MEMBER ACTIVITIES 
TELUS Spark, Calgary AB: TELUS Spark continued their public engagement convening’s by 
inviting people into dialogue about goal 7 (affordable and clean energy) and carbon-based 
energy systems as both a producer and a consumer of energy, related technologies, and the 
economic impacts of change in these systems. Media, partners and local politicians were all 
invited to attend the event. 
 
TELUS Spark results:  More than 650 visitors the science centre.  Spark leveraged the Clean 
and Affordable Energy SDG by announcing three announcements:  the installation of the 
Science Centre’s first electric vehicle charging station, an energy sustainability exhibit 
update to the Energy & Innovation Gallery and the intent to invest in a large scale solar 
installation.   Partners included ENMAX Energy Corporation, Solar Installation, University of 
Calgary, Electric Vehicle Association of Alberta, Canadian Geothermal Energy Association. 
 
Photos available:  
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10157511380810538.1073741927.24253660537&type
=3.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10157511380810538.1073741927.24253660537&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10157511380810538.1073741927.24253660537&type=3
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The Exploration Place, Prince George BC: On November 10th from 11am to 2pm, seniors and 
their families were welcome to join the museum staff as they celebrated International 
Science Centre & Museum Day. Biologist, Dr. Travis Gerwing, provided a 30-minute 
presentation about his research on sustainable coastal development. 
 
Okanagan Science Centre in Vernon BC: On November 10, the Okanagan Science Centre 
welcomed seniors and caregivers to an open house from 10 am – 5 pm. The open house 
included gallery tours and “Life Below Water” microscope workshops. 
 

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre 
in Vancouver, BC: VanAqua's mission is to 
conserve aquatic life and on Nov 10 they 
highlighted Goal 14 - to conserve oceans and 
sustainable use of oceans resources through 
school and onsite programs, including an ocean 
pledge wall.  More than 1000 on-site visitors were 
invited to explain how they plan to help the 
oceans. 
 
 

 
 
Other photos available:  https://www.facebook.com/events/361493607535934  
 
TELUS World of Science – Edmonton, AB (TWOSE)  celebrated ISCSMD on November 10 by 
offering special tours of the facility to encourage the public and school visitors to take a 
closer look at the exhibits and programs that relate to several of the UN’s sustainable 
development goals, particularly #7 Affordable and Clean Energy, # 14Life below water, #15 
Life on Land and #13 Climate Action.  To focus attention on the event, TWOSE staff 
conducted a large scale experiment that included 1,500 ping pong balls and liquid nitrogen.  
The event was well covered by the local media and attended by local politicians as well as 
1,720 visitors, well above the normal attendance. 
 
Edmonton Journal article: http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/super-ping-pong-
eruption-delights-hundreds  
Social Media summary: https://storify.com/TWoSEdm/pingpongeruption  
 
The Telephone Historical Centre, Edmonton AB:  The museum used its current displays of 
the history of telecommunications through static and hands-on displays to demonstrate the 
UN’s sustainable development goals. 
  
Leduc #1 Energy Discovery Centre, Devon AB: Leduc #1 featured its Industry, Innovation 
and Infrastructure – “Living Energy Project” - which feature Canada’s 1st Geothermal well 

https://www.facebook.com/events/361493607535934
http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/super-ping-pong-eruption-delights-hundreds
http://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/super-ping-pong-eruption-delights-hundreds
https://storify.com/TWoSEdm/pingpongeruption
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conversion from an abandoned oil well among other alternative energy sources (goal 7, 
affordable and clean energy). 
 
 
The Saskatchewan Science Centre, Regina SK: On November 10, Saskatchewan Science 
Centre offered LOADS of amazing hands-on activities and exploration, particularly their 
exhibit: Make a Water Filter to highlight how incredibly important access to clean water is 
for survival 
 
The Manitoba Museum, Winnipeg MB: The museum invited guests to visit the Science 
Gallery, which includes: The Brickyard, where visitors take on real-world challenges using 
LEGO bricks; Black Brant Rocket, a real, full-sized rocket, built in Winnipeg by Magellan 
Aerospace; and the award winning Lake Winnipeg - Shared Solutions exhibit, where visitors 
explore the Lake Winnipeg watershed through an interactive simulation. 
 
Science Village by Science Timmins, Timmins, ON: Visitors to Science Village were invited to 
visualize their thoughts by designing a device or a gadget, making it in the work space and 
reward themselves by taking it home afterward. 
  
Science North, Sudbury ON: Science North participated in the Global Experiment, while also 
offering schools and the public with special ISCSMD programming.  The centre also invited 
post-secondary international students for a special visit. 
 
THEMUSEUM, Kitchener ON: THEMUSEUM will be invited students in grades 6-8 to 
experience our S.T.E.M: Destination Imagination Education Week. Their goal was to provide 
students with the opportunity to participate in S.T.E.M based workshops in the brand-new 
MakerSpace, The Underground Studio. Students met local industry professionals and learn 
about Quantum Mechanics in the newest addition: QUANTUM: The Exhibition. 
 
Ontario Science Centre, Toronto ON: The Ontario Science Centre participated in the global 
citizen science project from October 1 – 15, 2016, and invited the public to observe and 
record local cloud coverage using the NASA-developed app GLOBE Observer. 
 
Several Science Centres welcomed local politicians to their centres on November 10. 
 
 

ABOUT THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE CENTRES 
The Canadian Association of Science Centres (CASC) is a national platform for Canada’s 
Science Centres and informal science engagement.  Founded in 1985, the association was 
created with a goal to create synergy among Canada's science centres and science-related 
museums, to assist in finding solutions to the challenges faced by these important public 
institutions, and to provide a single voice before government.  
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We represent 45 Science Centres, Museums and Planetariums across Canada that attract 8 
million visitors annually, of which 6 million are adults.  The workforce across our 
membership represents more than 1,500 science communicators and support staff in 
addition to more than 10,000 volunteers.  Most of our members are registered charities or 
not-for-profit organizations. 
 

CASC ASSETS 

Postcard 
Languages:  English and French 
Distribution:   

a. Members of Canadian Parliament (MPs) with Science Centres in or near their ridings.  
b. As an editable file to Science Centres so they could modify and send to their VIPs 
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Media Release 
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Social Examples 
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